Claiming a Body – Mr. Cub’s Story

Mr. Cub, otherwise known as Ernie Banks, passed away a little over a month ago. A widely renowned baseball player for the Chicago Cubs, Mr. Cub became one of the most respected players. Interestingly enough, just three months before he died, Mr. Cub executed a new Will, Trust, and Powers of Attorney for Healthcare and Property and left his ENTIRE estate to his caregiver and excluded ALL of his family members. 
Mr. Cub was in the middle of a divorce proceeding with his wife when he passed and was suffering from Dementia. The family wanted Mr. Cub to be buried, but Mr. Cub said in several interviews that he wanted to be cremated with his ashes spread over Wrigley Field. 
So, who has rights as to his body?
Under the Illinois Probate Act, upon the death of an individual, unless a decedent has left directions in writing, the coroner may deliver the body to the family of the deceased or, if there are no family members, then to friends of the deceased. If there are neither family nor friends, then the coroner can choose what to do with the remains, including donate the remains for medical or scientific purposes.

What is the best way to prevent an Estate battle?

An estate plan should be done before someone begins to suffer from Dementia or questions arise as to their mental competence. I offer a free initial consultation to answer any questions you may have about creating an Estate Plan. If you or someone you know would like more information please contact me at: Tony@EzziLaw.com or 929-322-3994, or visit www.EzziLaw.com. 
